"This could lead to dozens or hundreds of infants being born with microcephaly in the coming year. For the thousands of other infants born to women infected with Zika who don't have microcephaly we simply don't know, and may not know for years, if there will be long term consequences on brain development," Frieden said.
Frieden made his comments after the CDC published Zika virus screening results 1 of nearly 13 000 blood donations made from 3 April until 11 June. Overall 68 (0.5%) donors were viremic and the percentage who tested positive for the virus was growing, reaching 1.1% in the last week of the study period.
Although the blood donation population was not statistically representative of the general population, the increasing prevalence of Zika virus in donor blood reflected an overall increase in the incidence of infection at large, CDC officials said.
They said that when chikungunya virus-which is spread by the same mosquito as Zika-was introduced to Puerto Rico in 2014, screening suggested that nearly 25% of the population of Puerto Rico had become infected.
Frieden said that the CDC was working with the Puerto Rico health department to expand mosquito control efforts and to promote measures that individuals could take to reduce their risk of infection, such as using insect repellent. "We can't make that risk zero," Frieden said, "but even if we can reduce it by 10% or 30% or 50%, that is a significant number of tragedies that we can prevent and we're doing everything we can to do that." 
